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Our mission is to foster mutual 
understanding between nations, 
advance knowledge across 
communities, and improve lives 
around the world.

The Fulbright Program
2027-2028
Program Goal History and Administration

• Created in 1946 by U.S. Congress 

• Sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau 
of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA)

• U.S. Student Program administered in the U.S. by IIE

• Administered overseas by bi-national Commissions  
and U.S. Embassies
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The Fulbright program is an international exchange program.  
Proposed in 1945 by Arkansas Senator J. William Fulbright and signed into law by President Truman on August 1, 1946, the Fulbright Program is the flagship international educational exchange program sponsored by the U.S. government. 
The advancement of our mission of fostering mutual understanding between nations, advancing knowledge across communities, and improving lives around the world is the heart of Fulbright.
Fulbright is an opportunity to build lasting relationships, expand one's network and advance one's career 
The Fulbright Program not only offers grants to U.S. students and scholars to go abroad but also offers grants to foreign students and scholars to come to the United States. Since its inception in 1945, the program has grown from just 88 grantees in the first year to over 8,000 annually.








The Fulbright Program
• Fulbright seeks applicants and participants from 

a wide range of backgrounds that reflect U.S. 
society and societies abroad.

• Fulbright participants are individuals whose 
academic pursuits and professional interests 
meet the high standards of this program and 
contribute to its mission.

• Fulbright works intentionally to encourage, 
engage, and support all individuals throughout 
and beyond their Fulbright Program experience.
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Fulbright wants to make sure that participants represent the diverse population of the US.
Important that applicants’ academic focus and future goals align in some way to the mission of Fulbright.
The organization is focused on supporting participants throughout their experience.



Fulbright U.S. Student Eligibility

OPEN TO:

•  Graduating seniors
•  Recent graduates
•  Graduate students
•  Career professionals, including 

creative, and performing 
artists/musicians

BASIC ELIGIBILITY:

• U.S. citizen by application deadline
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent by 

start of grant
• No doctorate at the time of application
• Country-specific requirements
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The awards are open to all disciplines and areas of interest from the hard sciences to the creative and performing arts 
Applicants to the Fulbright U.S. Student Program must be U.S. citizens at the time of application
Applicants must have a conferred bachelor's degree or the equivalent before the start date of the grant. 
Not have a PhD at the time of application – there a separate opportunity.
You do not have to be enrolled in an institute of higher education to be eligible - it is open to alumni who have graduated and have worked in industry for a few years. Often these applicants are applying for a grant for Masters studies in an university abroad, but they can also apply for the English Teaching Assistantship or the Study/Research project.
Have sufficient proficiency in the written and spoken language of the host country in order to communicate with the people and carry out the proposed project – note that each country has it’s specific language requirements – you need to look at the country site.
Fulbright is not one program, but 140 different programs because we are working with over 140 countries. Please consult the intended host country page on our website for country-specific detailed requirements.
During each competition cycle, candidates can only apply to one type of grant. You need to decide which grant opportunity you would like and in what country you would like to do it.





Program Award Types

COUNTRIES WORLDWIDE

140+

AWARDS

1,800+
Study/Research Award
Independent research, study, or arts projects abroad

Awards

800+
Months

6-12
Countries

~140

English Teaching Assistantship (ETA)
Help teach English and U.S. culture in the classroom

Awards

1,000+
Months

8-10
Countries

~75
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Study/Research Grant 
Independent research, study, or arts projects abroad 
Work with an advisor at a university, NFP or organization
Topic with relevance to the local community as well as the US.

English Teaching Assistantship (ETA)
Help teach English and U.S. culture in the classroom
Age & academic level of students varies by country
Range from kindergarten to university level

Graduate Degree Grant
Must have specific reasons for applying to proposed program at a particular institution in the host country
Need to apply and be accepted to the institution independent from the Fulbright application
Usually, the applicant has a few years of work experience.

Other more targeted grants include Fulbright-National Geographic Storytelling Fellowship; Critical Language Enhancement Award; Fulbright-Fogarty Fellowships in Public Health




* Varies depending on grant and host country.

Pre-Award & In-Country

Award Benefits

•  Round-trip airfare

•  Monthly stipend*

•  Accident and sickness benefits

•  Online TESOL Fundamentals Course (ETA only)

•  Other possible benefits*

Post-Award

• The Fulbright network of alumni

• State Department’s alumni website

• Eligible for 12 months of noncompetitive 
eligibility (NCE) hiring status within the 
federal government

• Lifetime Fulbright email address

• Fulbright Association
• Support for 

dependents
• Research / Teaching 

materials allowance
• Tuition

• Language lessons
• Enhancement activities
• Disability-related 

accommodations
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The actual dollar amount of the grant varies by country and award type, but all grants provide for the following: round-trip transportation from the U.S. to the host country, funding to cover housing, meals, and incidentals, and basic accident and sickness health benefits. 
Living costs are based on the cost of living in the host country
Other benefits may include: support for dependents, research allowance, tuition, language lessons and/or enhancement activities – some countries and grants allow for dependents to join the grantee. Many offer research allowance for materials and equipment needed to complete the research. Sometimes a country requirement is that the student takes a course at a local university while doing their research project and tuition would be covered. For graduate studies tuition is covered. Language lessons offered are often elementary (enough to get by) but one benefit of ETA is the opportunity to complete TESOL course online.
Disability related support is also available to grantees. Applicants with disabilities are encouraged to contact Mobility International at miusa.org for more information on the support available internationally – it is good to come speak with me about this as well.



Application Components
1.  Basic Personal Data & Program Information

•   Abstract, Host Country Engagement, Future Plans 
2.  Short Answer Questions Fulfilling the Fulbright Mission

• Flexibility & Adaptability (2,000 characters)
• Community Engagement (2,000 characters
• Impact of Fulbright Award (1,000 characters)

3. Statement of Grant Purpose (6,000 characters study/research OR 3,000 characters ETA)
Reports / References

• Foreign Language Evaluation
• Three (3) References

4. Transcripts
5. Other

• Research/Study: Affiliation Letter(s)
• Arts: Supplementary Materials
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Within the Fulbright Application system, preliminary questions will impact the information that will be visible on subsequent pages of the application. As such, these must be answered correctly. 
Short answer questions: 
These include questions that will allow you to show your alignment with the Fulbright mission. 
Essays: The heart of the application. This is where you should address the what, when, where, why, and how of your Fulbright project. 
The Statement of Grant Purpose for S/R awards You are allowed 6,000 characters to share the research goals, the methodology you intend to use, as well as how the research will be useful to the country where you are applying. It is also important to include how what you learn will have impact in the US.
        If you are applying for a graduate degree this would be a justification for pursuing the particular program. 
The Statement of Grant Purpose should make it clear why you must go to the host country in order to complete your proposed research or study program, and that you have the requisite academic or professional experience and language skills to fulfill your proposal. 
The Statement of Grant Purpose for ETA awards You are allowed 3,000 characters to share why you are interested in teaching English to non-native speakers, as well as why you have chosen to apply to a particular country. 
The Statement should describe any teaching or related experience, while clearly describing what you will bring to the classroom in the host country; including lesson plans, activity ideas, and educational strategies you plan to implement. Important to remember that your leadership skills and/or management skills learned and/or practiced support teaching.

You need to check the country requirements to see if language evaluations are needed. If yes, I can help find someone to do this and if there is a fee I can take care of that as well.
You need to have three references – good to have two faculty and someone outside of Babson, i.e. a manager, supervisor, etc.
The transcript at time of application is unofficial, but you will need to provide an official transcript if you are selected.
If you choose to do a Research/Study project you will need to find an affiliate – this is someone where you are planning to do the research who will support your work, i.e. help to find subjects for your research, connect you with local resources. Best if they are interested in or doing research similar to yours. The affiliates are often faculty at universities, but can be someone in a NFP or company. I can help you start the process of identifying possible affiliates, ie. Alumni, faculty contacts, etc.

https://us.fulbrightonline.org/required-supplementary-materials-for-arts-applicants


APRIL–SEPTEMBER DESIGN PROJECT AND PREPARE APPLICATION

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 15, 2026

CAMPUS DEADLINE (3 WEEKS BEFORE NATIONAL DEADLINE)

TUESDAY,
OCTOBER 6, 2026 NATIONAL APPLICATION DEADLINE, DUE BY 5:00 P.M. ET

JANUARY–MAY HOST COUNTRY REVIEW: FULBRIGHT COMMISSIONS AND/OR U.S. EMBASSY 

MARCH–JUNE FINAL SELECTION AND NOTIFICATION: FULBRIGHT FOREIGN SCHOLARSHIP BOARD 

Application Timeline

NOVEMBER–DECEMBER U.S. REVIEW: NATIONAL SCREENING COMMITTEES

MARCH 31, 2026 APPLICATION OPENS
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The application cycle opens on March 31st!
Applicants are encouraged to begin the process of selecting a grant and country and contacting connecting with me. Next step is designing their project and preparing their application throughout the summer. I have a specific timeline for working through the entire process.
There is a Campus deadline 3 weeks ahead, September 15th, of the national deadline. At this time you will meet with a panel of faculty and staff (some of whom have been Fulbright grantees) – they will review your application materials and provide feedback – this is to help you to submit the best application possible. 
National deadline is Tuesday, Oct. 6th, 2026 at 5pm ET. They will NOT accept any applications after that date and time. 
After the National Deadline in October, applications will be reviewed by the National Screening Committee (or NSC). The NSC meetings are comprised of U.S. college faculty and professionals representing various academic and artistic disciplines from institutions across the United States.
Applicants will be notified in the application system, as early as December, if they are selected as a Semi-Finalist and their application recommended to the host country for further review. 
Fulbright Commissions and U.S. Embassies review semi-finalist applications and make selections. Country selections are then approved by the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board. 
In most cases, grant dates correspond to the academic calendar of the host country. Approximate dates of the academic year in each country can be found its Country Summary page on our website, us.fulbrightonline.org.





Stay connected with us.

Visit the Babson website to learn more about the 
Fulbright U.S. Student Program

Visit our website to learn more about 
the Fulbright U.S. Student Program

Watch videos at vimeo.com/fulbright
and youtube.com/fulbrightprogram

QUESTIONS?
Elise Beaudin
Babson Fulbright Program Advisor
ebeaudin@babson.edu
781-239-4482

Watch our webinars at us.fulbrightonline.org

Make an appointment with Fulbright Advisor to talk 
through your plan or help to talk through your 
possible opportunities
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Some next steps include visiting the Babson Fulbright website. 
Exploring the different country options.
Submit your intent to apply – when you are ready.
Schedule a meeting with me to talk through the possible opportunities
Start your official Fulbright application on the Fulbright webpage.

https://www.babson.edu/student-life/global/glavin-office-of-multicultural--international-education/fulbright-us-student-program/
https://us.fulbrightonline.org/applicants/getting-started
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