*UpuT :PVS 8PSME (FUJ "

f
"

Editors
$PMFFO 'MZOO
,F‘S\BMB (PPELJO

Desigﬁ
[JDIPMBT 'JU[IVHI

1Y050 CZ_4VTBOOF $PIOTPO =


http://www.glimpseabroad.org/article_682.html

p!tbz!uibuluif!Vojufe! Tubuft!ibt!ty

tvftO!xjuilsbdfljt!blivhflvoefstubuf

vmbs!nzuitlup!uif!ldpousbsz/!IBmuig

nfmujoh!qpu!mfhbdz!dsfbuft!b!voji
Vojufe!Tubuft!dfsubjomz!jtoOu!bmpof!xif
boel!gsfkvejdf/!
JglzpvOsflbltuvefou!gspn!b!sbdjbm!l.njo
uvsflpwfstfbt-!zpv!nbz!RBoe!luibulzpv!ibw
up!ublf!ljoup!bddpvou!bt!bo!Bnfsjdbo!xip!
Oopsn/O!zZpvs!pwistfbt!fyqfsjfodftinbz!br
ejggfsfouOjolcpuilgptjujwf!boe!ofhbujwf!
Bnfsjdbot/!!
Pgl!dpvstf-Thjwfoluif!wbtu!bssbz!pg!qput
op!tjohmfl!tibsfelcpez!pg!fyqfdubujpot!bq
pg!dpmps!xip!wfouvsflbcspbe/!ICfdbvtflpc
boelefnphsbqgijdt-!sbdjbm!opsnt!wbsz!es
dpvouszOboeluifttf!lxjmm!op!epvcul!bggfd
sbdjbm!cbdlhspvoe!bsflusfbufel!boe!qfsd
po!b!tvswfz!uibu!Uif!lHmjnqgtf!Gpvoebujpo
jdbo!tuvez!bcspbeltuvefout!pg!dpmps-!x
uibu!nbz!qgspwflvtfgvm!up!zpv!xifoldpot]
pwfstfbt/!!

TOP 4

Ll $0/$&3/4 "#065 3"$& 8)&/ 53"7&-*/( "#

2Y Tuboejoh!pvu

3! Dpqgjoh!xjuilejggfsfoulusfbunfoul!boe
41 Cfjoh!njtublfo!gps!b!sbdfOfuiojdjuz!
51 GjoejohltgfdiRd!gspevdut

TUSPOHMZ
EJTBHSFF

* &/$06/5&3&% .03& 3"$*4. "#30"%
5)"/ * %0 */ 5)& 6/*5&% 45"5&4

EJTBHSFF

Pzl

BHSFF

TUSPOHMZ BHSFF

glimpse abroad.org

—~

Somewhere In-Between
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“Perceptions of African Americans that I encountered in Jordan varied
along some unsurprising, stereotypical paths, from the belief that all
crime in America is perpetrated by blacks to the assumption that black
people are inherently more ‘cool’ than whites. Get ready to hear the word
‘nigger’ far more often than you'd dream of. Not because people are us-
ing it in a derogatory sense, but because many assume that is how black
Americans are referred to as a matter of course, given the preponderance
of rap music and prominent black entertainers through which their im-
pression of blacks is garnered, and which helps shape their understanding
of American English.”

A

"VTUJO #SBOJPO (FPSHJB 4UBUF 60JWFSTJUZ
4UVEJFE BCSPBE JO +PSEBO UISPVHI $*&&

“In Mexico, where American movies and music have a big influence, I
found myself having to explain the use of the word ‘nigga’ several times. I
also sometimes felt uncomfortable in dance clubs because it seemed like
everyone was watching how I moved. I sometimes felt the need to tone
down my dancing because I didn't want to further stereotypes about black
women that Mexican men see in rap videos.”
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A Few Tums and a Shot of “I ran into several kids native to the United Kingdom who thought rac-
Pepto ism only existed in the United States. They found racial conflicts between
3BDJBM 1SFKVEJDE JO *UBMZ whites and blacks, Latinos and Native Americans very amusing and made
CZ 4UFQIBOJE *N fun of the fact that we take words like ‘nigger’ or ‘spick’ very seriously.”

7BOFTTB #VUMFS $BSOFHJF .FMMPO 60JWFSTJUZ

FSE = BN JO UIF MBOE PG4WE\{YIEE Q@SPBE JO UIF 60JUFE ,JOHEPN UISPVHI 60JWF!
TIJPO BSU GPPE BOE XJOF

AUES P BN OfF2s g UIF I\’IIT?'lcsrce %ons of black people in Japan were tragically the same as in
UIF WFSZ QMBDF * IBE QMBO "E

GSPN UIJT ZEBS * BN TVSSPV ]t:gdSEa gsU SncethenumberofblacksmJapan1salmost
CPPLT BOE *UBMJBO QFPQM gn E QY5 haggrgvgs under a tighter magnifying glass. The Japa-
PME NBO TJUUJOH OEYU UP N7&%¢08 tI]e r?refﬁazwp\]ttralt they encounter a black person, used him or
HSEEO BOE CVSHVOEZ TJML T Beste assess theentireracg. Some blacks perpetuated the same tired im-
PO IJT LOFF JT SFBEJOH BO 24¢5 filtered heredy-theimedia, while others tried to erase them.”

QBQFS %FSFL 1BZMPS 6/$ $IBQFM )JMM

#VU IPX EP * FWFO CFHJO YBVvEYKESEAIPBE JO +BQBO

XIP * BN IFSF .Z JEFOUJUZ BT B $IJOFTF

"NFSJDBO XPNBO JT TUSP OHFpedgiEitt Pétd Brélest Holitically correct and will call you ‘Negro’ if you're
IBE FWFS CFFO CFGPSF NZ Blﬁagk]aWdBdwinol’(ﬂ’yHl‘réRsian.Theytypicallydon’tmean any harm and

PWFSXIFMNJOHMZ SBD‘JBMMZtheéfa%%ﬁeﬁ?sﬁcﬂhlrmsofendearment.”
DPVOUSZ * BN OPU TP OBuUWF BT UP CFMJFWF

UIBU "TJBO "NFSJDBOT EP OPAUBPBQFEENBDFVOU )PMZPLF $PMMFHF
QSFKVEJDF JO UIF 4UBUFT IPHXMERISE 8@ 1EB PWWSPVHI 4*5 4UVEZ "CSPBE
UIFSF B DPEF PG QPMJUJDBM DPSSFDUOFTT FY

JTUT UIBU NVG/.,FT CMBUBOU $R® israNery taboo subject in the United Kingdom and it is not openly
.Z CMPOE IBJSFE CMVF FZFdscusged suntiks the way it is in the United States. Any mention of ra-
GSJFOE TPNFUJNFT IFBST 2$di#lRensigBds @ddt issues is avoided and most people have never talked
XIFO TIF XBMLT BDSPTT UIF aBouBrpt8befdéra.U

#BSCIF DEO UISPX PO B QBIS B GIHEFIINOT SoswrsTiuz
TVOHMBTTFT BOE ,FO DBO USBEF JO [JT

UBHPOJB ¢(FFDF GPS B KFBO 4Igé/BiFIFUBCSI£ME/II%g UiF 6.

é;JPQSQI\T ::E (\éQI p XB ODEB OG Iz ST 8 :DFQN GF '9]}—5 goﬂ-ge%h%iis}uscgﬁé cases, attendants would address the white per-

PVUTJEES XIEFO * BN bPoTuBdY Mvzs \gﬂll(‘a héréi]é'tme even though I was the first person in the es-

UIBU * EPOUU CFMPOH IFSF tablishment or the ‘leader’ of the group. In the United States, I know what
%P * CEDPNE UIF BOHSZ MJUTYNights 3rg and I knew yhere I stand in most situations. In the United

USBQQFE JO *UBMZ 0G DP Vs Ptates pagism iy discyssed and addressed, but in Mexico, they try to deny

SJFODFT TP GBS IBWF QVTIF gt eyists.Ypuallyfit's @qism toward the indigenous peoples of Mexico.”

*PWF OFWFS IBE UP HP CFGPSHpaAuMP AIYMMINEBO 60IJWFSTIUZ PG "SLBOTBT
JNNFEJBUF CFBSJOHT * IBWF,G\FHQ@eGRcSPRE o .FyapPp

UP SF FWBMVBUF SF FTUBCMJTI SF DSFBUF .Z

PSJHJOBM JOUFOUJPO PG MF BgQulQfited M’Mes 1 SblaclPaidxhe racism stems from history. But

IF 1 ESEODIFE POE JOU g OF%ﬂfﬁMseen%tHaﬁ%é]r?cﬂm stemsmorefrom language and religious
UP FEVDBUF BMM XIPN * DBO X

di erences owever, it’s still racism.’
XIP LOPXT XIBU PUIFS UXJTUT BOE UVSOT

BOE TIPSU TUPQT XJMM BSJTFAPWEDY | BENWGEETFUZ PG 7IJSHJIOJIB

UP DPNF CVU JUpuT 0, CFDBVH#PVWVRIWE MEFPIEFEO 4QBJO UISPVHI 60JWFSTJUZ PG 7J
UP UBLF UIF BOYJFUZ PG UIF VOLOPXO XJUI B

GFX S5VNT BOE B TIPU PG 1FQUP
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Q Wrestling with Roots
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uspvcemflsfdpodjmjoh!uifjs!jnbhflpg!OBnfsjdboO! xjjgdb e !B\ tsgaRokxiprjton g
Xijuf/'Nboz'!'tuvefout!gpvoeluibuluifz!xfsfljefoujRfeams b XjiB@!p gEFidIlcha it 'BpT:
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ujuz!jolufsnt!lpglipx!mpdbmt!wjfxfe!boelusfbufeluif#¥lu JO (SFFDF GBNJMZ
1IFPQMF MJWF XJUI BOE G|
DVMUVSBM JEFOUJ%DBUJP (
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“In Mexico, I think African Americans are viewed as something new and
The Other different. The normal American is viewed as having blonde hair and blue
00 #FJOH #MBDL JO 7JEUOBN eves. Sometimes I felt like I stood out, sometimes I felt like I blended in.”

CzZ 11JMJQ "SUIVS .PPSF /[JDIFMMF 4VMMJWBO 60OJWFSTJUZ PG "SLBOTBT

4UVEJFE BCSPBE JO .FYJDP
ﬂ MM * IBWF FWFS LOPXO IPX UP CF JT

BO 20UIFS 3 #PSO UP B CMBDL GB&I#{:S . .
BOE B XIJUF NPUIES NZ %ﬁl_amﬁ happened quite often that I was actually expecting was

UVSOFE JOUP B DPNQMFY R VIE bma(gybtgnefplmddn\?na would assume that I was an Arab, which is

EFSTUBOEJOH BU BO FBSMz BoY¥nreasqrable, Homgyerypomething that was highly annoying and to-

* HBWF VQ USZJOH UP QMF BTRIEUREKRESSd Was hayng o D P O Vppebpldxhat I was, in fact, Ameri-

JO UIF QSPDFTT * MPTU BO V& FhistRioBley:was ppmpeynded by the fact that I can speak Arabic

XIBU JU NFBOU UP CFMPOH U Haigy well\whichsesved t9 payroborate their suspicions that I wasn’t ‘re-

MEDUJWE 60UJM * XEOU UP 7ally'lAmezigan. All told, I have never been so aware of my ‘blackness’ as I
"MNPTU JNNFEJBUFMZ * LOF wasindadac.fMFOE

JOH JO XPVME CF JNQPTTICMR, GP% YNs ERYISFrsHis 4UBUF
EVSBUJPO PG Nz TUBZ * SFTFQNREEYS SBPHo uispvHi s*ee
UIBU OP POF VOEFSTUPPE UIF SJDI DVMUVSBM

IJTUPSZ PG "GSJDBO "NFSJDBLT 4 8(;|>_gnje'|:1ce§ Rstail Arffericans (first-generation) tend to be seen as
4UBUFT XIJDI QMBDFE UIF SFaB?non('l) JdC

UEBDIJOH PUIEST TRVBSEMZ P8 NZ?‘PI‘B’{/KA é" (.a ingdom, astheAmeric.an accent seems incon-
5IF NPTU JSPOJD QBSU PG Ju IBRIMVEET Eeft ATAneeRejance. Most English people assume that
VOEFS B EEDBEF QSJPS * IB é m|_pjw«.=’:('6m%sbfr(gndny appearance, and upon hearing my American/
USZJOH UP CFMPOH DPNQMF Glﬁcm;gan Bcﬁen;,..aélggqﬂ%family’s history. I'm caught between three
"NFSJDBOT? BT B HSPVQ cultures, and I don't fit perfectly into any of them: I look Chinese and was

*O 7JFUOBN * TUBSUFE U p togomeexteqt gaised s such, though I'm an American first and foremost.
UIJOHT3+EBSLFS GBDFT 4P VAnd though I'wgs ghrust into an English-speaking country with very close
BOE TPVM GPPE G5IF %STU UJbrties, it wasdefinjtely O RHd same as the United States.”
BOPUIFS CMBDL QFSTPO JO 7gFHPB8NggHBQ

QSPBDIFE IJN BOE XF FNCSBRGE;FBRELspreE JO UIF 60JUFE ,JOHEPN UISPVHI ,JOH
PUIFS MJLF MPOH MPTU CSPUIFST 'PS UIF %STU

UJNF JO NZ MJGF * GEMU QS PRk, fiPaheficsh Pobmimatd'and I were students of color. One day we

L e - BOE wle‘]rérta'l i;lr L{opo%rzhost mother about racial issues. This wasn’t particu-

T TPPO BT SEUVSOIFE UP U)}EXFG Oéd]iﬁa]'gyJEsé)ngeEshe enjoyed talking about politics at the dinner

4UBUFT UIF OFX QFSTQFDUJWI‘la . . oy .
XIJME BCSPBE TFENFE UP TDVE I%VYf ﬂﬁowﬁgﬂgéﬂtheconversahon,shesa1d, 4PJT OFHSPT

UIF SVH *O 7JFUOBN * OFWF é) IIDBEPL‘} I':l,' (8@ Bf\ﬁ@&'kpbut you aren’t black’) and proceeded to ex-
BOZUIJOH BT B CMBDL NBO * pBiﬁ ng we Fg@hg@igﬁlly and culturally quite distinct from the African
XPSL UP HBJO BDDFQUBODF jmmigrantspwhq\liyed down the street. Most of these distinctions could be
TQPLF 7JFUOBNFTF CFUUFS U |q§tgjb|.meﬂ -tqpuppgivi{pges as Americans. Thus, some how our American
GFMMPX "NFSJDBO TUVEF O U Tidengity pompyeyrpisedrogryability to be black, in our host mother’s eyes.”

XJUI DIPQTUJDLT BOE TNIJMFE ShgViMNBSMZpDBUsBSMFUPO $SPMMFHF
XBT BMM * FWFS OFFEFE UP HRY\NFrEZgcspPBE JO 4Q0BJO UISPVHI 60JWFSTJUZ PG 7J
*O UIF 60JUFE 4UBUFT NZ USJQT UP UIF

CBSCFSTIPQ MFBE NF UP XPOEp1#dhd {6 bbrénic was that in Spain, the Spaniards viewed me as

SJEEFESPOL BE VIGE S Ol ey beiht AtheficdPAMSE (stfédthat is what my passport says) and then of In-

L A Y F U F '\gign eéi:clga%FDu in the United States, whenever I travel and meet new

GSPN B DFOUSBM "GSJDBO "NFS P . .
0JUZ * BN MEGU DPOGVTFE B%° 'gvh%\% ey Tblgrlr_lfrom,andwhenIreplyw1ththestateorc1ty

MEBWJOH NZ PXO IPNF BOE Utgaéw‘gﬂ% ey agaskforfurtherclariﬁcation by saying, ‘Oh ok,
DPVOUSZ PWES NIJMET BX Blg V\@ge gﬁ)@léoggq_ally from?'—implying my Indian background.”

B DVMUVSF UIBU IBE CFFO KWMWQBEPK®I WBIFIWFSTIJUZ PG 7JSHJOJB

CMPDL GSPN NF BMM BMPOH 4UVEJFE BCSPBE JO 4QBJO UISPVHI 416 4FSWJDJPT 1SF
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STANDING OUT
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BHSFF
“I accepted the fact the differences would exist and that it was my job, on

this occasion, to visit the country and learn its ways, not to change them. On
a train to Shinmatsudo, my white/Indian friend and I were being stared at by

a Japanese man of similar age. I, being fed up with the amount of staring we
always receive, put my hand in his line of sight and snapped as if trying to
wake him from a trance. He smiled, embarrased. I smiled at him and waved.
He waved in return. On the way off the train we exchanged pleasantries. I
took this event to prove that staring is not always negative, just curiosity at
the uncommon sight of outsiders in one’s space. Some people simply want to
understand, and a light attitude is the best way to see the best in people.”

%FSFL 1BZMPS 6/$ $IBQFM )JMM
4UVEJFE JO +BQBO

“Go with an open mind. People will love you if you love them back. Stay
ready for change. And, above all, appreciate individuality and expect it ev-
erywhere you go. Not everyone is the same.”

11 3MJQ .PPSF 3JDF 60JWFSTJUZ
4UVEJFE JO 7JFUOBN UISPVHI 4*5

-0$"-4 53&"5&% .& 80348
05)&3 ".&3*$"/4 0/ .:
130(3". #&$"64& 0"
$0.104*5*0/

:3"$

TUSPOHMZ
EJTBHSFF

EJTBHSEE

&



http://www.glimpseabroad.org/guides.php
http://www.glimpseabroad.org/guides.php
http://www.glimpseabroad.org/article_583.html

3"$&#30" %

abroad.org

The Road Taken
'SPN 8BMM 4USFFU UP UIF %
CZ )BSSJT #PTUJD **

IFO * BSSIJWFE PO ,}
W (VJOFB=*NZ IPNF GPS
UXP ZFBST+* XBT BO

MJWJOH JO B 2GPSFJHO?
GSPN UIF XBZT PG MJGF
LOPXO #VU UIF NPNFOU
TIPSF * IFBSE UISFF TJNQ
UISPVHI NZ OFSWPVTOFTT
CSPUIFS ® 51FO JU IJU NF
%STU UJNF UIBU * BO "GS
FWFS CFFO QBSU PG UIF
* IBEOuU KVTU DPNF IPNF
TVC 4BIBSBO "GSJDB * IBE
WFSZ PXO QFPQMF JO (VJO 5
TBJE IPX NVDI * SEFETEFNCMFE UIF

D B
GSPN UIF 'PVUB %KBMMPO SFHJPB\I';ENQINﬁFIN
FMEFST BOE PUIFST JO UIF #LJJ&AHtPWTr(zBF F"\/g 5 O' " 3 "$* "o . "

UP NF BOE TBJE 2(FU SFBE

51JT DPOGVTFE NF TJODF * »Peor urifUpwidsl! iboerzjg!zpv!dipptf!bliptuldpvousz!xifs
EPPSTUFQ BU UIF UJNF * Tmh&psiBml[FgvUn®da! fodpvoufsluiflvojrvflgsptgfdu!
UIFZ XFSF QMBOOJOH UP UBpsiNBoUrPpwEBj@BuUif!Vojufe! Tubuft/!Gps!ofbsmz!b
UIF WIMMBHF XIFSF UIFZ XFsF offowpondBRifmnjohmz!gptjujwflfyqgfsjfodfOuipyv
QFPQMF3 PSJHJOBUFE up!dpgf!xjuiltjinvmubofpvt!tfotft!pg!bmjfobujpo!bo
"MUIPVHI * XBTOpU UIF %sSjTdsfilredpBidoe! mbohvbhflcbssjfstinjhiultujmm!
UIF MPDBMT IBE TFFO * XBMmpubh#elTo! UGi$SDiPOu!dpvousz-luifzlfncsbdfluif!pqe
"NFSJDBO XIP UIFZ IBE MBIJwWfsZBUjpO! BQE! gfpgmf! xip!tibsfluifjs!sbdjbm!boeO
HFOFSBMMZ BDDFQUFE JOURIiWj&EUSh D oDl jeZoujuz/!

ODDBTJPOBMMZ NZ MJGF UIFSF XBT BLJO UP UIBU

PG B SPDL TUBS JO "NFSJDB $IJMESFO GPMMPXFE

NF EPXO UIF TUSFFUT FWFSZ

FSF * XFOU

DIBOUJOH NZ OBNF 8PNFO Delgi@éﬁ?‘e%@%&rﬁ%% 1405)& D& 8&3& '&8 1&01-& |
NE GSFTI GSVJU BOE QMFOBI&¢ME&NBEMI SpFs/up @088 & 8&5)/*$*5: */ .1 130(
UIBU UIJT ZPVOH XJGF MFTT "NFSJDBO XPVME 6/*7&34*5:

PUIFSXJTF TUBSWF UP EFBUI 7JMMBHFST UXJDF

NZ BHF XPVME HIJWF VQ UIFJS TREIKPBRM
TFSWF NF UIF CFTU DVUT PG %TI| BOFxg
:PVOH HJSMT HIJHHMFE JOOPDFOUMZ

1)050 CZ )BSSJT #PTUJD

TUSPOHMZ BHSFF

BHSFF

XBMLFE CZ #PZT BTLFE RVFTUJZ

UJPO BCPVU MJGF JO UIF 60JU

LOPX .JDIBFM +BDLTPO 8BT * | HSEF

GBWPSJUF JORVJISZ %PFT NZ UIBU TU'S POHMZI

*UN IFSF TUSPGH EJTBHSFF =7
%VSJOH NZ CSJFG TUJOU %bTEEV§6£'EBJT*BEJSTFF EJTBHSFF

DPWFSFE B IPNF * OFWFS LOFX * IBE *O B
MJUUMF LOPXO "GSJDBO WIJMMBHF * GPSHFE DPO
OFDUJPOT XJUI TPNF BNB[JOH QFPQMF=*EF
TDFOEBOUT PG NZ BODFTUPSTxXIP VOSF
TFSWFEMZ UPPL NF VOEFS UIFJS XJOH
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“While being part of the majority in Brazil I felt more at ease wherever I
went. Clothing and hair styles are similar in Brazil and the United States so
most people assumed I was Afro-Brazilian. On Mexico’s southern coast, where
there is a small Black population, I only stood out because of my clothing. If
you're black, try to seek out black populations during your travels. There are
so many things you can learn about life, history and yourself from speaking
with someone who looks like you, but was born somewhere else.”

&MPO $PPL 4QFMNBO $PMMFHF
4UVEJFE BCSPBE JO .FYJDP

“As a Middle-Eastern American, I felt very welcome in Egypt. Obviously,
Egyptians are not hostile to those of Middle Eastern backgrounds, as peo-
ple are in the United States.”

3PTF "MTBO "NFSJDBO 60JWFSTJUZ JO $BJSP
4UVEJFE BCSPBE JO &ZHQU

“In the Dominican Republic, it was an advantage to blend in. Crime was
less likely to happen to me because I am of Dominican descent. It's com-
monly thought there that Americans are rich, so they are often targets for
thieves.”

4UVEFOU $PMMFHF PG 8JMMJBN BOE .BSZ o
4UVEJFE BCSPBE JO UIF %PNJOJDBO 3FQVCMJD UISP

T

. 4

“It was certainly surprising to travel to Australia and be amongst many
Asians! I coached a cheerleading team there, and it was ironically com-
posed completely of Asian Australians; the few white Australians were the
minority. I don’t feel that my racial background or ethnicity affected my
experiences very much; however, I did feel that it was interesting to be
around many more people than usual who looked like me.”

+VMJBOB #SPTUF 60JWFSTJUZ PG $PMPSBEP BU #PV o

AUVEJFE BCSPBE JO "VTUSBMJB UISPVHI 60JWFSTJUL % -
-
: h - N

MgV
“There weren’t any other Indian Americans at my university; everyone else ' Yt

of Indian descent was British. It was weird—people in England knew more
about pan-Indian culture than I did! (I know a lot about where my parents
are from, but not so much about cultural practices throughout India, like
the foods of specific states.) Many Brits cook Indian foods, travel to India
quite often and know a lot about Indian history. They don’t expect Z Pty
be the expert to teach them, like they do here in the States.”

-

1BNFMB ,BWBMBN 3VUHFST 60JWFSTJUZ
4UVEJFE "CSPBE JO UIF 60JUFE ,JOHEPN UISPVHI 3V
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